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Familiar Forms ok Nervous Disease. By Dr. M. Allen Starr. Pp. 

330. Wm. Wood & Co.: New York, 1890. 

The title of this volume, it seems to us, is somewhat misleading. 
The familiar forms of nervous disease, with the exception of epi¬ 
lepsy, chorea, and locomotor ataxia, are indeed very lightly con¬ 
sidered. The subject of neurasthenia, which in all of its manifold 
varieties is probably more frequently observed than any other nervous 
affection, is condensed into five pages, while other familiar forms of 
nervous disease, including trigeminal neuralgia, tic convulsif, reflex 
pains, headaches, their varieties and treatment, fare bat little better. 
On the other hand, what most neurologists consider as unfamiliar 
forms of nervous disease, such, as for instance, circumscribed lesions 
of the cortex cerebri resulting in Jacksonian epilepsy, and the vari¬ 
ous monoplegias, hemianopsia, and disorders of the visual tract, the 
various forms of aphasia and affections of the base of the brain, 
including haemorrhages of the pons, thrombosis in the crus, and 
lesions affecting the various cranial nerves, are dwelt upon with the 
thoroughness one has a right to expect from an author of Dr. Starr’s 
reputation. They are condensed as compactly as possible, and yet 
nothing of importance has been omitted. Numerous new and inter¬ 
esting cases illustrate the writer’s text and show that the author’s 
experience with rare cases of cerebral disease has been unexception- 
ably good. But they can hardly be called “familiar forms of ner¬ 
vous disease.” 

The first half of the volume is devoted to cerebral diseases, and 
discusses the localization of cerebral functions, the motor area, the 
visual area, the different varieties of aphasia, subcortical lesions and 
affections of the base of the brain, These chapters are well written, 
and although it cannot be claimed that the author advances the 
standard of the science of neurology by the addition to it of new ob¬ 
servations or of new investigations, yet he has summarized and con¬ 
densed all that is known on these subjects into several entertaining 
and well-expressed chapters. Dr. Starr is, at times, perhaps a trifle 
dogmatic. This is particularly noticeable in a few of the diagnoses 
of rare cases in which an absolute knowledge of the cause and 
nature of the various lesions is claimed, without, however, being 
substantiated by post-mortem evidence. This is not a defect of any 
great moment and detracts but little from the general merit of the 
work The latter half of the volume treats of the localization of 
spinal cord diseases, the paralyses of infancy, neuritis, paramyoclonus 
multiplex, epilepsy, and a few functional neuroses. To these are 
added a chapter on locomotor ataxia by Dr. Winslow W. Skinner; 
an article on paralysis agitans, and one on the ordinary forms of 
insanity by Dr. Frederick Peterson ; and a few pages on chorea by 
Dr. Walter Vought. The volume finishes with a chapter on “Elec¬ 
tricity as a Therapeutic Agent,” and a list of the prescriptions used 
in the nervous department of the Vanderbilt Clinic. 



BOOK REVIEWS. 


771 

Dr. Starr is to be congratulated on the course he has taken in. 
throwing open to the medical world the statistics and experience 
derived from the careful observation of so great a number of patients 
who annually visit the Vanderbilt Clinic, and we earnestly echo 
the author’s hope that this volume may bring forth similar work from, 
other large clinics. G. H. 

Injuries and Diseases of Nerves and their Surgical Treatment. 
By Anthony A. Bowkley, F. R. C. S. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, 
Son & Co. 

Contributions to neurological surgery are always welcomed. 
This valuable one is based upon the author’s Jacksonian Prize Essay 
of 1882, and the Astley Cooper Prize Essay for 1886, with mono¬ 
graphs that have appeared in the “Lancet” for 1887 in the form of 
' lectures. 

The work throughout bears proof of large clinical experience, 
and as the author has made careful records and study of these, and 
brought to bear upon his work logical deductions, it is of unusual 
value as a guide in the various nerve-operations.' 

The American edition bears the usual impress of great care in. 
preparation that the ever popular publishers, P. Blakiston, Son & Co., 
take in all their publications. 

The Annual of the Universal Medical Sciences. 5 volumes. 
Edited by Charles E. Sajous, M.D. Philadelphia, 1890 : F. A. 
Davis, Publisher. 

This Annual Medical Review, undoubtedly increasing in its 
influence as well as popularity, so as to have become a positive neces¬ 
sity in the library of every progressive physician, presents this year 
undoubted signs of great improvement. 

That part which is of especial interest to the neurologist is con¬ 
tained in Vol. II., Parts A, B, C, and D. 

Dr. Landon Carter Gray has brought to bear his inimitable style 
in unearthing the progressive researches for the year in the Diseases 
of the Brain. 

Dr. W. R. Birdsall follows in painstaking effort to give the best 
of the new matter that has appeared on the Various Diseases of the 
Spinal Cord. 

Dr. Henry Hun has ably and completely arranged the most im¬ 
portant recent ideas of Peripheral Nervous Diseases, Muscular 
Dystrophies, and General Neuroses. 

No better or more experienced mind and abler pen could have 
been chosen to cull and write out the kernels of recent advances in 
Psychiatry. This chapter is by no means to be passed without com¬ 
mendation. Drs. Gray, Birdsall, Hun, and Brush all deserve credit 
for this analytical and valuable work. Nor could the Editor have 
better chosen his associates in this field. 

Dr. Ambrose L. Ranney, assisted by Dr. Geo. G. Van Schaick, 
has certainly improved the Department of Electro-Therapeutics, 
either because there was more that was new to interest in the past 



